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Jorge!Mangonnet!(jgm2159@columbia.edu)!
Maria!Snegovaya!(ms4391@columbia.edu)!
!
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!
I. Course!Description!
!
This! course! aims! to! introduce! students! to! the! central! questions! in! comparative!
politics! and! the!methods! and! techniques! necessary! to! think! critically! about! their!
answers.! In! the! first! part! of! the! course,! we! will! study! the! nature! of! comparative!
politics.! Next,! we! will! examine! political! regimes.! Finally,! we! will! analyze! the!
institutional!variation!within!the!set!of!democratic!countries.!Some!of!the!questions!
we!will!address!in!this!course!include:!Why!are!some!countries!democracies!while!
others!are!dictatorships?!Why!are!ethnic!groups!politicized! in! some!countries!but!
not!in!others?!Why!do!some!countries!have!many!parties!whereas!some!have!only!a!
few?!How!do!governments!form?!Why!are!some!institutions!more!likely!than!others!
to! produce! desirable! social! outcomes! such! as! accountability,! representativeness,!
redistribution,! and! political! stability?! In! addressing! these! questions,! we! will! use!
analytical! tools! such! as! game! theory,! and! statistical! analyses.! We! will! also! draw!
upon!country!case!studies,!which!will!help!us!apply!the!ideas!we!learn!in!the!class!
and!make!cross/national!comparisons.!
!
By! the! end! of! the! semester,! students! should! be! able! to! develop! a! comprehensive!
understanding! of! the!major! issues! in! comparative! politics! and! have! the! practical!
skills!in!analyzing!countries!worldwide.!!
!
!
!
!
!
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II.!Course!Requirements!and!Grading!

!
The!final!grade!for!this!course!will!have!the!following!components:!

Discussion(section(attendance/participation/presentation!(20%)(
You!are! required! to!attend,!and!participate! in!weekly!discussion!sections.!You!are!
also! required! to! make! a! 20/minute! presentation! as! part! of! a! small! group! (4/5!
students).! The! purpose! of! this! exercise! is! to! apply! the! conceptual! frameworks!
learned! in! the! class! to! a! set! of! country! cases.! The! presentation! topics! will! be!
distributed! and! groups! will! be! formed! in! the! first! discussion! section.! You! will!
receive! a! collective! grade! by! your! TA! based! on! the! quality! of! your! presentation.!
Samuels! (2012)! (see! the! Required! Readings! section! below)! will! be! the! main!
resource!for!preparing!for!the!presentations.!
(
First(mid6term(exam((25%)( (
The!first!examination!will!be!held!in!class!on!Tuesday,!Feb.!24!and!will!cover!the!
first!third!of!the!class.!
(
Second(mid6term(exam((25%)!
The!second!examination!will!be!held! in!class!on!Tuesday,!Mar.! 31!and!will!cover!
the!second!third!of!the!class.!
(
Final(exam((30%)!
The!final!examination!will!be!held!on!the!day!and!time!assigned!by!the!University’s!
final!exam!schedule.!Roughly!two/thirds!of!the!exam!will!cover!material!not!covered!
in!the!first!two!exams.!The!remaining!third!will!review!those!earlier!topics.!!
!
Policy!on!missed!exams!
!
All!exams!are!mandatory.!If!you!have!a!documented!emergency!that!is!beyond!your!
control! such! as! a! documented! illness! or! family/personal! emergencies,! we! will!
schedule!a!make/up!exam.!

Policy!on!grading/related!grievances!
!
If! you! feel! that! an! error! has! been! made! in! the! grading! of! one! of! the!
exams/assignment!you!should!first!consult!your!TA.!If!the!issue!is!not!resolved,!you!
may!submit!a!one/paragraph!description!of!the!grievance!to!me.!If!I!agree!to!review!
your!work,! I!will! consider! it!without!reference! to! the!original!grade,!which!means!
that!you!could!receive!a!lower!grade!upon!review.!!
!
Policy!on!plagiarism!
!
Cheating!or!plagiarism!will!not!be!tolerated.!All!ideas!that!are!not!your!own!must!be!
properly! cited.! Any! cases! of! cheating! or! plagiarism! will! be! handled! according! to!
university! policy.! For! more! information! on! university! policy,! see:!
http://library.columbia.edu/subject/guides/social/sciences/plagiarism.html!!
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III.!Required!Readings!

!
The!following!books!are!available!for!purchase!at!Book!Culture:!
!

• Clark,! William! Roberts,! Matt! Golder,! and! Sona! Nadenichek! Golder.! 2013.!
Principles( of( Comparative( Politics.( 2nd! ed.! Congressional! Quarterly! Press:!
Washington,!D.C.!(hereafter!CGG)!

• Samuels,! David! J.! 2012.! Case( Studies( in( Comparative( Politics.! Pearson! &!
Longman!Co.:!New!York,!NY.!!
!

You!are!expected! to!do! the!assigned!readings!before(the!day! they!are!assigned! for!
and!should!come!to!class!prepared!to!participate!in!discussions.!!
!
IV.!Class!Schedule!

!
Part!A.!Introduction!to!Comparative!Politics!

!
I.!Overview:!Roadmap!of!the!Class!(Tuesday,!Jan.!20)!
CGG,!ch.!1!
!
II.!What!is!Science?!(Thursday,!Jan.!22!&!Tuesday,!Jan.!27)!
CGG,!ch.!2!
!
III.!What!is!Politics?!(Thursday,!Jan.!29)!
CGG,!ch.!3!
!
IV.!What!is!the!State?!(Tuesday,!Feb.!3)!
CGG,!ch.!4!
!

Part!B.!Political!Regimes!
!

V.!Measuring!Democracy!(Thursday,!Feb.!5)!!
CGG,!ch.!5!
!
VI.!Why!Are!Some!Countries!Democracies!and!Some!Countries!Not?!!

a.!The!Economic!Determinants!of!Democracy!and!Dictatorship!(Tuesday,!Feb.!
10!&!Thursday,!Feb.!12)!
CGG,!ch.!6!
!
b.! The! Cultural! Determinants! of! Democracy! and! Dictatorship! (Tuesday,! Feb.!
17)!!
CGG,!ch.!7!
!

VII.!Democratic!Transitions!(Thursday,!Feb.!19)!
CGG,!ch.!8!
!
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First!MidOterm!exam!(Tuesday,!Feb.!24)!
!
VIII.!Democracy!or!Dictatorship:!Does!It!Make!a!Difference?!(Thursday,!Feb.!26)!
CGG,!ch.!9!
!
IX.!Varieties!of!Dictatorship!

a.!Classifying!Dictatorships!(Tuesday,!Mar!3)!
CGG,!ch.!10,!pp.349/384.!
!
b.!Selectorate!Theory!(Thursday,!Mar.!5)!
CGG,!ch.!10,!pp.!384/403.!

!
X.!Problems!of!Group!Decision!Making!

a.!Voting!Paradoxes!and!Agenda!Power!(Tuesday,!Mar.!10)!
CGG,!ch.!11,!pp.!413/427!!
!
b.!Median!Voter!Theorem,!Chaos!Theorem!&!Arrow!Theorem!(Thursday,!Mar.!
12)!
CGG!ch.!11,!pp.!427/446.!!!
!

Tuesday,(Mar.(17(&(Thursday,(Mar.(19:(Spring(Break(

Part!C.!Political!Institutional!in!Democracies!
!
XI.! Parliamentary,!Presidential,! and!Semi/Presidential!Democracies! (Tuesday,!Mar.!
24!&!Thursday,!Mar.!26)!
CGG,!ch.!12!
!
Second!MidOterm!exam!(Tuesday,!Mar.!31)!
!
XII.!Elections!and!Electoral!Systems!(Thursday,!Apr.!2!&!Tuesday,!Apr.!7)!
CGG,!ch.!13!
!
XIII.!Parties!and!Party!Systems!(Thursday,!Apr.!9!&!Tuesday!Apr.!14)!
CGG,!ch.!14!

!
XIV.!Institutional!Veto!Players!(Thursday,!Apr.!16!&!Tuesday,!Apr.!21)!!
CGG,!ch.!15!
!
XV.!Consequences!of!Democratic!Institutions!(Thursday,!Apr.!23!&!Tuesday,!Apr.!28)!
CGG,!ch.!16!
!
XVI.!Conclusion!&!Wrap/up!(Thursday,!Apr.!30)!
!
Final!Exam!!
!


